The Zukunftszentrum presents:

Shift Change-

The Future on

Shaky Ground

Market for Useful Knowledge and Non-Knowledge, License No. 15

Around 300 metres from the neues theater runs the ‘Hallesche Stérung’
(Halle Fault), also known as the ‘Marktplatzverwerfung’ (Market Square Fault).
Different layers of rock meet at this fault line. It was here that salt once rose to
the surface, laying the foundations for the city’s wealth.

The history of Halle (Saale) is also characterised by ruptures and profound
changes. Landscapes, industries, political systems and ways of life have become
layered one on top of the other over the course of time, much like geological
strata. Following the upheavals of 1989, work, neighbourhoods and people’s lives
were transformed here, as they were everywhere in eastern Germany. Every
change left its mark - some visible, others hidden.

The market explores the framework for our future with the title ‘Shift
Change - The Future on Shaky Ground’. Which experiences and memories are
passed on? What underlying tensions and conflicts are at play? Which changes
are already on the horizon?

90 experts from everyday life, academia, culture and business share their
knowledge. 180 one-to-one conversations connect people from different walks
of life — a solicitor specialising in insolvency law explains what options are available
when the burden of debt becomes too great; an urban planner discusses cons-
truction site logistics; a nurse describes how shift work shapes his family’s life;
and a literary scholar talks about the risks of nostalgia.

The Market for Useful Knowledge and Nlon-Knowledge is an extraordinary
discussion format organised by the Mobile Academy Berlin. Since 2004, it has
taken place 35 times across 13 countries - most recently in Milheim (Ruhr), Frank-
furt (Main), Milan and now in Halle (Saale). For one evening, the neues theateris
transformed into a place of exchange - becoming an integrated hub that combines
a marketplace, exchange, and advice centre.

CHECK-IN

Admission is free and open throughout the
evening, subject to availability. From 5.30 pm
on, you can book slots for the first round of
talks. Every 30-minute talk costs one euro. You
can register for a talk in the next round during
the ongoing round of talks.

MARKET RADIO

You can listen to selected talks on the ‘Markt-
radio’ across six channels. You can borrow
headphones free of charge from the foyer upon
presentation of a valid photo ID.

LANGUAGES

Talks are in: German, English, Arabic, Estonian,
Farsi, Finnish, French, Mongolian, Polish, Russian,
Spanish, Thai, Czech and Ukrainian. The language
in which a talk can be held is indicated next to
each expert’s name.

ADVICE

Come with a question and receive a personal-
ized assessment. The expert will assess the
situation, weigh up the options and make a
recommendation - even in the absence of a
clear-cut solution.

PRACTICE

This isn’t just about talking; it’s about practising
together. The expert will guide you through a
practice you can adopt - something you can
take away with you and repeat on your own.

More information:
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Encyclopedia

Work / Arbe|t

I\Illgrant workers in low- pald ]obs
-> DEU,ENG
In Germany, many important but low-paid
jobs are done by migrants - in large ware-
houses, delivery and parcel services, abat-
toirs or in the healthcare sector. A large
proportion of them come from countries
such as Poland and Romania, which have
been EU members since 2004 and 2007 re-
spectively. During her consultations, Saskia
Krebsz — a member of staff at the Fachstelle
Faire Beschdftigung - Beratung fiir migran-
tische Arbeitskrifte (BemA) (Centre for Fair
Employment - Advice for Migrant Workers
(BemA)) - hears daily reports about breach-
es of employment law by employers, im-
mense time pressures and excessively long
working days, unfair dismissals, and inse-
curlty and d1scr1m1nat1on in the workplace

Shift work - endless links

in a chain of relations
- DEU, FAS, PUS
At three o'clock in the morning, the ward is
atits quietest and Walid Niazy is able to get
everything ready for the next shift. He has
been living in Germany since 2016. After
completing an internship, he trained as a
nurse and today he works at the University
Hospital Halle (Saale). For Niazy, shifts are
like links in a chain. Each link strengthens
the next. That is why, for him, shift work
and care can only work properly when car-
ried out as a team. This requires good in-
terpersonal skills, clear agreements, trust
and an understanding of one another. If one
link breaks, the chain begins to falter. Niazy
is aware of this and knows how to prevent
it.

Observatlon / Beobachtung

Stag and be defiant
or pack up and leave?
-> DEU, MON

Undra Drefler, Managing Director of LAMSA
(the umbrella organisation for migrant or-
ganisations in Saxony-Anhalt) since 1 June
2026, will spend the evening focusing on
the current realities faced by people with a
migrant background. Active in the region
for twenty years, she has been with LAMSA
from its very beginnings to the present day.
The organisation gives migrant communi-
ties a voice in society, politics and the me-
dia. These days, many of them are asking
themselves whether they should stay and
be deﬁant or leave?

Preservat|on / Bewahren

Never-endmg work. Groundwater
management in and around Halle
-> DEU,ENG

The tower blocks in Halle-Neustadt were
built on marshy ground. A network of over
70 wells is needed to constantly pump out
the groundwater so that the basements re-
main dry. The villages on Lake Osendorf
near Halle (Saale) would also face a flooding
problem if the lake water in the former lig-
nite mining area were not regularly drained
into the surrounding rivers. Hydrogeologist
Wolfgang Gossel talks about the never-end-
ing struggle to control the groundwater in
Halle (Saale) and the surroundmg area.

The ‘Bitterfelder Blase’ (Bltterfeld
Bubble): Not a stone monument,
but a monument all the same
-> DEU,ENG

20th century industry has left hundreds of
thousands of tonnes of chemical residues
in the ground beneath Bitterfeld. Invisible,
in some cases highly toxic with groundwater
flowing through it, it requires ongoing care.
65 wells keep this contaminated site under
control day and night. Continuous filtration
is the only thing preventing the toxins from
spreading further - presumably for millennia.
Cultural scientist Alexander Klose heads a
research group on ‘Chemistry in Transition’
at Martin Luther University Halle. He has
commissioned the development of an artis-
tic 3D model of the underground ‘Bitterfeld
Blase’ to facilitate a discussion about what
a monument to such a legacy might look
like - and why Bitterfeld should be prouder
of its subso1l

The Red Ox: A Halle prison
with an European history
- DEU,ENG

During the Second World War, prisoners
from all over Europe were held at the Red
Ox prison in Halle (Saale), including the Pol-
ish resistance fighter Krystyna Wituska. She
was executed there in 1944 at the age of 24.
Thirty-three years ago, the team of the me-
morial site were researching its history under
the GDR when they came across documents
relating to the Nazi executions. The Stasi
had converted the execution site into a laun-
dry and sealed the files. Memorial site ed-
ucator Laura Miete explains how Wituska’s
story was only properly addressed after the
end of the GDR and how her family was fi-
nally g1ven a place to mourn.

Democracg / Demokrat|e

The Round Table in Poland
- DEU, POL

In 1989, representatives of the communist
regime sat down at a round table with mem-
bers of the democratic opposition party -
the aim was for the conflicting parties to
negotiate compromises. The Round Table
became a symbol. For historian Paulina
Gulinska-Jurgiel, this aspect is central - the
Polish transformation was not so much a
sudden upheaval as a continuous process
of negotiation. In this way, she seeks paral-
lels between the Polish transition and the
process of German reunification. Does mak-
ing comparisons change the way we look at
our own memories?

Community / Gemeinschaft

A vibrant church
-> DEU, ENG, FRA

Through its ‘Open Work’ programme, the
Passendorf Church in Halle-Neustadt served
as a safe haven for non-con formist and young
people who criticised the regime during the
GDR. Even today, Reverend Hanna Henke
sees the church as an open space. In a neigh-
bourhood with traditionally few Christians,
where many Muslims and communities of
other religions live today, she focuses on
mutual curiosity and openness, interfaith
dialogue and ensuring that the church plays
an active role in the commumty

Health / Gesundhelt

V|S|ons for the future of care
-> DEU, ENG
Many elderly people who need care live in
rural areas. There is a real shortage of care
workers. Two primary ways to solve this
dilemma are discussed: encouraging migra-
tion or developing digital tools and machines
to carry out tasks that are currently still
performed by people. The ethnologist Julia
Vorholter heads a research group investi-
gating the situation of those in need of care
and their carers in Saxony-Anhalt and is
taking a critical look at visions for the future
of care.

Communication /
Kommun|kat|on

L|sten|ng as an ant|dote to S|mpl|st|c
views of the past
- DEU, FRA

Oral history explores the past through re-
counted memories. The historian Agnés Arp
has collected countless life stories from
people who lived through the GDR and the
changes that followed 1989-90. Their stories
make Arp sceptical about having an overly
simplistic view of the past. East Germans
experienced unprecedented change and
speak of upheavals and losses in their lives.
At the same time, there are countless exam-
ples demonstrating their capacity to adapt
and to make the best of a new situation. Arp
shows how history becomes more multi-lay-
ered when we listen closely.

A ship to service our curiosity
-> DEU,ENG

In uncertain times, how do we maintain a
positive outlook for the future? For Ilka Bick-
mann, Chair of Science2Public e. V., it takes
curiosity and a desire to work together. Both
can be experienced on the Make Science
Halle, Germany’s first ship dedicated to cit-
izen science. It used to be a pleasure steam-
er; today, the ship sails the Saale and Elbe
rivers as a floating laboratory and classroom.
People of all ages explore the riverbanks and
waters here and discuss the big questions
of our time.

War / Kneg

Flndlng oneself again after erelng
-> DEU, UKR

What do you do when the ground is pulled
from under your feet, when you have to start
all over again in a foreign place? Psycholo-
gist Iryna Horokhova leads therapy groups
for women over forty who have had to flee
Ukraine due to Russia’s war of aggression.
Together with Tetiana Wagner, founder of
Save Ukraine Halle e. V., she explains how
the women find comfort and inner strength
together - by sharing their stories and com-
ing to terms with their experiences, through
art and varenyky

Culture / Kultur

What the Finns can teach us
- DEU, ENG, EST, FIN, SPA

The Finnish sauna is not a place for wellness
and superficiality. It is where life takes place.
Once it was a place where children were
born and the dead were washed. Even today,
it is a place where people discuss politics
or plan their next family celebration. Mikko
Fritze, Director of the Finnland Institut, has
been to the sauna over 3,000 times in his
lifetime. It is said that the Finns invented
the sauna, whilst the Germans invented the
rules for it. For Mikko Fritze, taking a sauna
embodies a simplicity that Germans can
learn from the Finns - simply take off all
your layers and let your guard down - wheth-
er physically, socially or mentally.

How the ground beneath us affects
who we are
- DEU, ENG

To what extent does our geological land-
scape dictate human culture? The archae-
ologist and cultural studies scholar Tobias
Holzlehner is currently overseeing the con-
struction work at Halle’s market square. Por-
phyry, kaolin, medieval wells and modern
wooden pipes, all unearthed during the ex-
cavations, tell remarkable stories. Holzleh-
ner, who was also involved in the exhibition
‘The Shaman), uses a map and a block of ka-
olin to explain what lies beneath the market
square and how deep geological structures
can shape and disrupt not only the land-
scape but also culture.

Landscape / Landschaft

Landscape of Transformation:
The distinctive existence of
the past in the present
- DEU, ENG

What does a small, unassuming building
made of light-coloured quarry stone on the
shores of Lake Geiseltal (around 20 kilome-
tres south-west of Halle) reveal about the
existence of the past in the present? What
followed the mining industry here? If you ac-
company human geographer Mareike Pam-
pus to Germany’s second-largest artificial
lake and into the small chapel that sits on a
slag heap, you will learn about lost villages,
wildlife conservation areas and former mil-
itary bunkers, as well as the various layers
that have left their mark on the landscape
and buildings.

Relying on coal?

- DEU, ENG
From 1982 to 1987, when Max Wille was
studying geography in Halle (Saale), the smell
of coal-fired heating systems hit his nostrils
at every turn. The city was the colour of coal
dust, as captured by the Berlin photogra-
pher Helga Paris. Later, the qualified geog-
rapher worked at Lausitzer und Mitteldeut-
sche Bergbau-Verwaltungsgesellschajft mbH
(LMBYV), rehabilitating post-mining land-
scapes. Some of them were lunar-like land-
scapes covering thousands of hectares, left
behind by decades of lignite mining in the
GDR. Talking to Wille, one learns how coal
and opencast mining have shaped the land-
scapes around Halle (Saale), where coal still
lies dormant beneath the city, and why it
cannot be built on - both literally and figu-
rat1vely

Re|nvent|on / Neuer‘hndung

Sustalnable chemistry is possible!
- DEU, ENG
The chemical industrial park, which replaced
the VEB Leunawerke, was founded in 1996.
The chemical industry in the GDR had a se-
vere impact on the environment, but UPM
Biochemicals now develops and produces
sustainable wood-based chemicals there.
Chemist Sebastian Finger explains how wood
is used to produce bio-fillers for car tyres
- and that sustainability, as we understand
it today, is actually a Saxon invention.

Research into the materials

of the future
-> DEU, ENG, FRA
How do we design products so that they
have minimal environmental impact across
their lifecycle, from manufacturing and use
through to disposal? At the BurgLabs at Burg
Giebichenstein University of Art and Design
Halle, students and experts from the fields
of design and science are working together
to develop sustainable materials and pro-
duction processes. Industrial designer An-
niek Timmermann brings along material
samples - ranging from a shoe that is sprayed
rather than sewn, to a piece of rammed clay
for furniture that can eventually return to
the earth

Practical ExerC|se /
Praktische Ubung

T|me travel by using our sense of smeII
-> DEU, ENG, FRA

None of our senses is as closely linked to
emotions and memories as the sense of smell.
In a fraction of a second, and without us
being able to stop it, smells take us back to
our childhood, evoke happy or painful mem-
ories, and stir feelings of nostalgia. In this
talk, fragrance specialist Veronika Raupach
takes us on a scented journey through time.
What does our past smell like? Which smells
shape our present? And what might the fu-
ture smell like?

Exercise: Learning to stamp
your own city
-> DEU, ENG, FRA

In 2017, Lena Schrieb, a designer and art
educator at studio pari-pari, and her col-
league Marina Kampka invented a new art
technique quite by chance, which went viral
on Instagram: printing using the modelling
clay stamping technique. This gave rise to
the ‘STADTSTEMPEL project. This method
involves collecting three-dimensional shapes
from the urban environment and transfer-
ring them onto paper in two dimensions.
This may change the way we view our sur-
roundings, public spaces and our own per-
ceptions. In this exercise, Schrieb explains
the technique using examples, helping you
to learn how to achieve the r1ght 1mpr1nt

Self Empowerment /
Selbstermachtlgung

Commemoratlng life - Rememberlng
the victims of right-wing
terrorist attacks
- ENG
On October 9, 2019, on Yom Kippur 5780, a
right-wing terrorist carried out an attack
against the synagogue in Halle (Saale), the
local Kiez-Déner, and in the neighboring
town of Wiedersdorf, killing Jana L. and Kev-
in S., and seriously injuring many more. The
assault in Halle (Saale) is one of many right-
wing extremist attacks and pogroms in cit-
ies like Hoyerswerda (1991), Miinchen (2016)
or Hanau (2020). How can the lives of the
victims of these attacks be commemorated?
How can the pain and grief of survivors and
loved ones be acknowledged fully by soci-
ety? In their project “WIR SIND HIER” (“We
are here”) artist Talya Feldman and social
scientist Rachel Spicker try to find answers

to these questions.

Speculation / Spekulation

Tarot card reading:
Life is a house with many rooms
-> DEU,ENG

For thousands of years, people have been
trying to predict the future and have a pos-
itive influence on it. One of the many tech-
niques used in fortune-telling is tarot card
reading. Rike Joeinig is an actress and pro-
fessional card reader, known by the stage
name Giordana D. For her, a reading is a
collaborative process of interpretation. The
cards do not reveal absolute truths, but rath-
er serve as a guide to reflecting on what
stands in the way of one’s own happiness.
What are the questions about your past,
present or future that you just can't let go
of? Are you brave enough to ask the cards
for advice?

Futures that would be better
left to fiction?
-> DEU, ENG

Some people find it difficult to plan for the
coming year. Gerald Walther thinks in terms
of decades. As a department head at the
Cyberagenturin Halle (Saale), he works with
security experts, philosophers and writers
to develop threat scenarios for the next twen-
ty years, ranging from brain-computer in-
terfaces to mobile quantum computers. The
overarching principle: Zero Trust. It's best
to assume that your systems have already
been attacked. If you want to talk about dig-
ital threats and speculative futures, Gerald
Walther is the person to talk to.

Stab|l|tg / Stab|l|tat

When international order
begins to falter
-> DEU, ENG, RUS

Christoph Eichhorn worked in places where
history was being made - in Moscow, when
the Soviet Union collapsed; in Washington
D.C. on 11 September,when terrorists crashed
aeroplanes into the towers of the World
Trade Centre and the Pentagon. He was an
arms control officer when Russia annexed
Crimea in 2014. Later, as a German ambas-
sador, he witnessed rapid and successful
digitalisation in Estonia and Bulgaria. Four
decades of foreign policy from the inside.
The former diplomat recounts these stages
of his career - and discusses what we should
be doing today when international orders
beg1n to falter

There is no such thlng
as innocent nostalgia
- DEU,ENG

Nostalgia, according to literary scholar
Stephan Pabst, is a longing for a past that
never actually existed - and therein lies the
problem. Whether it is the romanticisation
of the 1970s, ‘Ostalgie’ (nostalgia for the East),
a longing for a slower pace of media con-
sumption or the ‘Tradwives’ trend - anyone
who approaches the present with a senti-
mental gaze towards the past is evading its
problems. Pabst’s theory is that this stems
from a fear of change. And that fear does
not disappear simply by looking back.

Structural Chang
Strukturwand el/

Young towns, ageing countrg5|de
- DEU,ENG
Nowhere in Germany is the population so
old, and nowhere are there so few young
people as in rural parts of eastern Germany.
But the same trend can be observed across
Germany as a whole. Whilst independent
cities and surrounding districts are growing
and tend to have younger people living
there, the population in peripheral areas is
shrinking and ageing. This has consequenc-
es - for life satisfaction, local services and
voting behaviour. What do these decades of
change mean for local people - and when
does this lead to ‘transformation fatigue'?
Tim Leibert, a demography expert at the
Leibniz Institut fiir Landerkunde e. V. (Leib-
niz Institute for Regional Geography), pro-
vides an insight into migration patterns and
populat1on trends over the last few decades

Te|Ihabe / Part|C|pat|on

Advice: How to settle in

- DEU, ARA
People who arrive somewhere new need
guidance, trust and a sense of connection.
Tarek Ali knows this from his own experi-
ence. Since 2016, he has been working at
the WELCOME-Treff run by the Freiwilli-
gen-Agentur Halle (Saale) e. V. Here, he helps
people with paperwork and misunderstand-
ings without them needing to book an ap-
pointment - or he is simply available for a
cup of tea or a game. For Ali, settling in is
something that is handed over from society
to the individual - knowledge about admin-
istrative procedures, unwritten rules and
social expectations. He provides advice for
people who are new to the area, returning,
or planning to move there for the very first
time to ensure that this handover is suc-
cessful

Trad|t|on / Trad|t|on

What holds a jacket together
-> DEU, ENG

It takes around fifty hours of work, two fit-
tings and a wealth of knowledge to make a
jacket. Kirsten Heppekausen, master dress-
maker and owner of ‘Vollstoff’, brings a half-
finished garment to the table and demon-
strates what it takes to assemble clothing,
layer by layer. As we have moved from a
society of scarcity to a throwaway society,
our relationship with clothing has changed;
repair and reuse has given way to quick re-
placement purchases. How can traditional
craftsmanship be passed on, and how can
clothing become durable again?

Trauma / Trauma

Trauma: Never ending horrors
- DEU, ENG

Experiences such as psychological and phys-
ical violence, wars or natural disasters can
have serious consequences for the lives of
those affected. Some people develop post-
traumatic stress disorder. Past experiences
remain ever-present and place a heavy strain
on everyday lives and relationships. The wid-
er social environment plays a crucial role in
coming to terms with traumatic experiences.
In times of political and social upheaval,
there is often little scope for supporting
trauma victims and their families. Hauke
Wiegand, Senior Consultant at the Depart-
ment of Psychiatry, Psychotherapy and Psy-
chosomatics at Halle University Hospital,
explains what structures are needed and
what help is ava1lable to those affected

Underground / Untergrund

How the ground shapes
emotions and images
- DEU, FRA

Few people know the structure of Halle’s
ground as well as visual artist Lenia Hauser.
Whilst conducting research on the ‘Market
Square Fault, Hauser learnt that the right
surface provides stability, whilst the wrong
one causes discontent. She spoke with a
local resident who still harboured resent-
ment that, 20 years prior, local stone paving
slabs had been replaced with granite from
elsewhere. For Hauser, this is more than just
an anecdote. She sees the replacement of
the paving slabs as an example of how the
disappearance of familiar materials can up-
root people - a feeling she endeavours to
translate into unlque 1mages

The ‘Hallesche Stérung’ (Halle Fault) A
tectonic fault like no other
-> DEU,ENG

When you visit the market square in Halle
(Saale), you are standing on a geological fault
with a vertical displacement of around 600
metres. This is where two blocks of earth
have shifted against one another. It is an
exceptional geological phenomenon which
is internationally renowned. Peter Wycisk
learnt about the ‘Market Square Fault also
known as the ‘Halle Fault) as far back as 50
years ago whilst he was a student in Frank-
furt (Main). Years later, he became a profes-
sor of hydrogeology in Halle (Saale) and, to-
gether with his research group, modelled
the ‘Halle Fault’ using data from numerous
boreholes. By way of a model, he demon-
strates how the fault has developed over
millions of years and what makes it so unique.

Transformat|on /
Verwandlung

The silence belongs to you.
The flowers belong to us.
-> DEU,ENG

Minh Duc Pham’s parents came to the GDR
as contract workers and hardly ever spoke
about it. But the silence made him want to
ask questions. The artist and performer has
developed his own floral vocabulary to ex-
plore his own story, that of his parents, and
that of an entire generation. By doing so, he
addresses themes such as patriarchy, labour
migration, welfare and queerness through
a delicate aesthetic. What initially appears
decorative becomes a political and personal
language. This language begins with a spe-
cial vase on the table that opens a window
into Pham’s vocabulary.

Advice: New nails, new you

-> DEU, ENG, THA
Nail artist Pinn Nattakritta Rattana helps
her clients reveal a new side of themselves
every few weeks. Sophisticated and under-
stated? Cute and maximalist? Goth-inspired
or nature-inspired? The industry is boom-
ing. People long for self-expression, self-
care and a sympathetic ear - and they get
all of that at the nail salon. Right here, right
now, one of your nails could become a work
of art, too.

Turn|ng Pomt / Zasur

The end of the Prague Spnng -
A turning point in European history
- DEU, ENG, CZ
The invasion of Czechoslovakia by Warsaw
Pact troops on 21 August 1968 brought a vi-
olent end to the hopes for democratic change
that the reforms of the Prague Spring had
brought. According to Oldrich Ttma, a his-
torian at the Institute of Contemporary His-
tory of the Czech Academy of Sciences, many
Czechs see the end of the Soviet Union in
1989-90 as a belated act of revenge for 1968.
In this talk, he sheds light on the historical
context, with a particular focus on the in-
tertwined histories of the GDR and Czecho-
slovakia. What insights can be gained from
studying Europe’s various historical upheav-
als?

Future / Zukun1’t

New parents in a state of emergency
-> DEU, ENG, RUS

For Rosi Altmann-Bunke, a state of emer-
gency is part of everyday life. As a midwife,
she provides guidance for new parents, both
before and after the birth of their child. She
has noticed that young parents are becom-
ing increasingly in need of reassurance. Is
this because of the many crises we are fac-
ing in the world today? Or because medical
tests these days are supposedly able to tell
us more and more about a child’s health?
Altmann-Bunke helps them find a sense of
stability amidst the uncertainty.

The encyclopaedia is an integral part
of every market. The ongoing keyword-
ing system brings together the records
of the experts from all markets in the
Mobile Academy Berlin’s online archive.
- www.audio-archive.com



